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INTERVIEW SUMMARY 



The undersigned thanks Examiner Linh Black and Primary Examiner John Breene 
for the interview granted on August 30, 2005, regarding the merits of the above-noted 
patent application. The undersigned noted that claim 20 requires the "first query 
language instruction" to include a "linking instruction." To illustrate this element, the 
undersigned directed the Examiners' attention to Fig. 5 of the application, which provides 
an example of a query language instruction (550) that includes a linking instruction (564). 
The undersigned noted that the Tabb reference did not teach or suggest defining drill- 
down linking relationships between reports from within a query language instruction. 
The undersigned further distinguished the Tabb reference using the same arguments 
made on pages 16-18 of Applicant's March 15, 2005 Response to the (First) Office 
Action. 

With respect to claim 22, the undersigned noted that claim 22 specifies a result set 
handling module operable to identify drill-down-report-specifying metadata in a result set 
generated by a query, and an event handling module operable to retrieve, in response to 
user requests, report pattern objects corresponding to the drill-down reports specified in 
the metadata of the result set. To illustrate an example of drill-down-report-specifying 



metadata in a result set, the undersigned directed the Examiners' attention to Fig. 6, 
which depicts a result set that includes drill-down-report-specifying metadata in column 
660. The undersigned argued that while the Bakalash reference includes some of the 
same keywords used in the claim, the Bakalash reference did not connect the elements 
together in the manner specified by claim 22. 

As of August 30, 2005, the Examiners indicated that they understood the 
application better as a result of the interview. Although no agreement was, at that time, 
reached on the merits of the claims, no disagreement with the undersigned's arguments 
were expressed. Examiner Black stated that she would review the claims and the Tabb 
and Bakalash references again in light of the interview, decide whether to maintain the 
rejections, withdraw the rejections but issue new rejections in light of any newly found 
prior art, or to allow the claims. 

On September 2, 2005, 1 received another call from Examiner Black. She asked if 
Applicant would agree to an examiner's amendment to claim 20, to recite "a computer- 
implemented method...," an amendment that I understand was requested for procedural 
reasons. In light of the fact that claim 20 was already inherently limited to "computer 
implemented methods," I agreed to the Examiner's Amendment. Examiner Black also 
asked for clarification of independent claim 22. Given the Examiner's different 
understanding of the term "metadata" in the claim, I suggested an Examiner's 
Amendment that would substitute "a drill-down-report linking identifier" for "drill-down- 
report-specifying metadata." The Examiner stated that she expected to make these 
amendments and enter a notice of allowance. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Eric W. Cernyar 
Reg. No. 45,919 
(210) 863-0063 
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